
Alexander Shanks 

Alexander Shanks was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1996. He began his artistic training at an 
early age through the classical methods taught by his parents, Nelson and Leona Shanks. Growing up, 
Alexander worked extensively in graphite and charcoal, in his father’s studio, while his father Nelson 
painted portrait commissions and other major paintings. Alexander studied at Studio Incamminati in 
Philadelphia, completing four years of training, while simultaneously taking workshops with a variety of 
notable artists.  
Alexander lives in Bucks County, Pennsylvania where he paints in his private studio, actively fusing 
classical methods with contemporary ideas. Alexander regularly visits museums for inspiration and 
historical understanding of art. Heavily influenced by classical and contemporary art, Alexander paints 
portrait commissions, still life and figure paintings, through observational creative exploration. 
Producing pieces that correspond to his own life experiences. Alexander is currently a teacher of realist 
art and an accomplished freelance painter. 
 

Educat ion:  

Ne lson  Shanks  pr ivate  Studio  
Studio  Incamminat i  Profess iona l  Program Studio  Incamminat i  Emerg ing  Art i s t s  
Program 

Biography:  Teaching  and  Lectures  
2015:  Speaker  at  TRAC,  The  Representat iona l  Art  Conference ,  Ventura  Ca .  
2017:  V is i t ing  Art is t  Res idency ,  Culver  Academy,  Culver ,  IN.  
2019:  Bucks  County  Art  Assoc iat ion;  Guest  Speaker  
2019:  Doane Academy;  Guest  Speaker  
2019:  Wayne  Art  Center ,  Adul t  Educat ion  Inst ructor;  Pa int ing  the  Port ra it  in  O i l  
2020  to  present :  Wayne  Art  Center ,  Adul t  Educat ion  Inst ructor ;  Pa int ing  the  
Port ra i t  in  O i l  and  Advanced  o i l  pa int ing.  

Compet i t ions  and Awards  
2017 ,  2019:  Sa lmagundi  C lub  NYC,  Sketching  Compet i t ion  
2018:  R i ttenhouse  Square  F ine  Arts  Show  “Best  in  Show”  
2019:  Hudson  Va l ley  Art  Assoc iat ion  Study Abroad  Scho larsh ip ,  Perugia  I ta ly  2019:  
Studio  Incamminat i  Annual  Port ra i t  Compet i t ion  
2019:  “ 21  under  31”  Ar t i s t s  to  Watch:  Southwest  Art  Magaz ine  September  I ssue 
2019:  Se lected Art i s t ;  P le in  A i re  P lus  at  Long  Beach  I s land  Foundat ion 

Exhib i t ions :  

2016 ,  2017 ,  2018 Studio  Incamminat i  Exhib i t ion,  Freemans  Gal lery ,  Ph i lade lphia  
Pa .  
2016 ,  2018  R i ttenhouse  Square  F ine  Arts  Show 
2017,  2018  PYO Exhibi t ion,  Union  League  of  Phi lade lphia  
2017 ,  2018  Univ .  o f  Pennsy lvania  Hospi ta l ,  Pere lman  Center ,  Department  o f  P last ic  
Surgery  2017 ,  P lays  and  P layers  Ga l lery ,  Doom’s  Day ,  Phi lade lphia  

2017 ,  Stanek Gal lery ,  Ne lson  Shanks  and h is  inf luence:  Past ,  P resent  and Future  
2018 ,  22  Ga l lery ,  Ph i lade lphia  
2019 ,  Wayne  Art  Center  Annual  Spr ing  Show  
2019,  Avery  Ga l lery  Annual  Exhib i t ion,  Bryn  Mawr,  PA.  

2019 ,  Long  Beach I s land  “  I s land  L i fe”  Exh ib i t ion  

2019,  Wayne  Art  Center  Facul ty  Exhib i t ion  

2020,Long  Beach  I s land  “  I s land  L i fe”  Exh ib i t ion   



2021,  Art  Renewal  Center ;  Semi -F ina l i s t ,  S t i l l  l i fe  Category  

2021 ,  Spr ing  Of f  the Wal l  Exhib i t ion,  Wayne  P A 

2021,  Back  to  Nature  Exhib i t ion,  Wayne  P A 

2021,  V i r id ian  Art i s t s  “ 30  under  30  Exhib i t ion”  NYC   

2021 ,  Studio  Incamminat i  "Exhib i t ion  Profectus"  Phi lade lphia ,  PA 

2021,  Verum  Ult imum Gal lery  "L imina l"  Port land  Oregon  

 

 


